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The Waterview Interchange, as it was on 13 August 1956 — the start of the Northwestern motorway, now State 
Highway 16 to the right, Waterview and Great North Road to the south. 1370-280-8, New Zealand Herald Glass 
Plate Collection, Sir George Grey Special Collections, Auckland Libraries. If you wondering about the lines across 
the image, “some of the acetate negatives in the 'New Zealand Herald Collection’ have deteriorated resulting in im- 
age distortion.,” according to the library. 


Our usual 7 October meeting has been replaced this year by a Heritage Festival event: 
Heritage Conversations in Avondale, from 1.30 pm, at St Ninians. 


Join us for an afternoon of discussion about aspects of Auckland’s social heritage. At the event, Lorraine Wilson 
will talk about ‘Childhood memories of post-wartime food, 1945-1947! and will be followed by David Wong 
discussing 'Reflections of the Poll Tax on Chinese in New Zealand’. 
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Old Railway Memories 


by Richie Afford 


Our guest speaker, Bill Mutch, recalling his experienc- 
es whilst working on the railways brought back a host 
of old memories. In the 1920s and 1930s when I was a 
boy and during the days of the great depression my 
father had risen to the Chief of Stores at Newmarket 
and then Otahuhu and for a brief spell at Wanganui 
East. As a consequence of this status his family quali- 
fied each year for a 2 week pass, first class or other- 
wise a quarter fare privilege ticket. Needless to say 
these benefits were put to full use for these were times 
wen rail and sea travel were at the zenith and not a day 
was to be wasted. 


Without in anyway wanting to be pretentious I will 
recall some of the trips we made, singly and as a fami- 


ly. 


My earliest recollection was probably the day my 
mother took us from Avondale, which was always the 
start of our journeys, to Cambridge and return, and 
then another to Whangarei and return. They were de- 
signed to use the last day on our free pass. With an 
aunt in Ngaruawahia these would be a yearly trip to 
the regatta and with an uncle at Ohau near Levin an- 
other excuse. 


At another time my father made a duty call to Donnel- 
lys Crossing for branch lines were in service and use, 
north from Dargaville as also to Cambridge from 
Frankton Junction. 


In 1939 I travelled from Avondale to Bluff with stops 
on the way and after 2 weeks on Stewart Island re- 
turned home likewise by train. With war declared it 
was a troop train to Rotorua and during service in the 
Army and Air Force I shuttled hither and yon to 
Christchurch and Hamilto, not to forget the Morepork 
to Whangarei on Sunday night to be on time for pa- 
rade Monday morning. And at war’s end a free passs 
from New Plymouth to Avondale via Whangamomo- 
na. 


There were many more journeys too numerous at this 
point to relate but you could say they were halcyon 
days so far as the railway were concerned, although 
my father said that sometimes going to work the car- 
riages would leak and he would have to use his um- 
brella. He was a great story teller and prone to exag- 
geration so perhaps a grain of salt is needed. 
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When the flicks first came 
to Avondale 


by Lisa J Truttman 


A mural on the side of the Hollywood Cinema, placed 
there by the late Jan Grefstad, proclaimed that the cin- 
ema was established in 1915. This however, was not 
when the cinema as we know it existed — and 
Avondale’s first taste of the fascination with movies 
on that very site was 15 years before that date. 


William James MacDermott, a printer by trade, living 
in Arch Hill, and scenic artist Charles Cooper, one of 
the earliest owners of what was then called a kinemat- 
ograph as well as a phonograph (both designed by 
Thomas Edison), first jomed forces towards the end of 
1898, Cooper showing scenes with his equipment, and 
MacDermott acting as lecturer, explaining it all to the 
rapt audiences in various halls around Auckland. At 
that point, the two men were showing what was more 
or less “lantern views” — still images, projected onto a 
screen. By March 1900, though, they were travelling 
around providing displays of “living pictures,” on the 
topic of the Anglo-Boer War being fought in South 
Africa at the time, as well as other Imperial and patri- 
otic offerings. Their repertoire at the halls from Ota- 
huhu to the central city that month included 30 “living 
pictures” and 100 still scenes. 


By May 1900, they styled themselves the “Edison 
Kinematograph Company,” graduating from country 
and suburban halls to the Auckland Opera House for 
their sell-out shows. Everyone flocked for a chance to 
see the wonder of movement on a screen. 


And so, they came to Avondale on | August, as part of 
a wide-ranging tour, and in the wooden public hall 
showed their “Grand Boer War” two-hour programme, 
charging adults 1/- admission, half price for the kid- 
dies. It was a smash hit with the locals — especially as 
the Avondale Hall was the only venue of its kind for 
West Auckland, through to Henderson. The NZ 
Herald described the programme two months before: 


“The first part of the programme dealt with the doings 
of our boys in South Africa, and was a sequel to the 
programme presented by the company on its last visit. 
"Our boys" were introduced through the medium of a 
number of myrioramic views [large, long paintings 
that are shifted on stage to produce the effect of a pan- 
orama] , and the fact of their being brought, so inti- 
mately under notice, though in reality so far away, 
lent a sentiment of pride and affection to their repre- 
sentation which was quite indescribable ... The first 
half of the programme was excellent, hut it remained 
for the pictures shown in the latter part to rouse the 
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What would that audience at the 
Avondale Public Hall in August 
1900 seen? Probably films like 
those these screenshots come 
from (today, to be seen on 
YouTube) — the capture of Boer 
prisoners of War (right), and 
capture of a Boer battery 
(below), Both short Edison films 
from 1900. 


audience to their highest pitch of enthusiasm. Beyond 
doubt these included some of the very finest living pic- 
tures over produced, the most noticeable of which 
were those showing our Irish, Scottish, and English 
regiments on the battlefield. The best of these were 
"The Highland Brigade Marching into Action at 
Elands Laagte," "Explosion of Shells in British 
Camp," "Battles of Modder River, Glencoe, Tugela, 
and Magersfontein”, and "Ambulance Corps at Work." 
These all served to bring home to the audience the re- 
alities and the results of warfare. Other noticeable 
pictures thrown upon the screen were "The Surrender 
of Cronie," "The Queen's Visit to London, after the 
Relief of Ladysmith," and “Charge of the Cameron 
Highlanders,” all of which held the audience spell- 
bound. In the course of the evening a suitable pro- 
gramme of musical items, by well-known artists, was 
rendered by the colossophone, Edison's latest marvel, 
its reproductions of the human voice being wonderful- 
ly loud and sweet. This part of the programme was 
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exceedingly attractive. Taken as 
a whole the entertainment was in 
every wav excellent.” 


Cooper and MacDermott fol- 
lowed up with another visit to 
Avondale in October 1901 with a “patriotic scenic 
concert” where the movies included views of the yacht 
Shamrock, scenes at Rotorua during the Royal Visit 
earlier in the year, “comic trick and illusion films” 
which “mystified and amused the audience”. It was 
noted that “the brilliancy of the light showed the pic- 
tures to full advantage.” 


In 1902, Cooper and MacDermott became the Imperial 
Biograph Company, but by 1906 the partnership had 
broken up. There were quite likely other travelling 
showmen who stopped off in the township, with their 
projector, a generator and a selection of short delights 
to intrigue the inhabitants between 1901 and early 
1915 when we know Harry Empson was around. But 
the earliest was that night in August 1900, when a 
packed house first saw magic on a screen. 
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The Waterview Interchange, as it was on 13 August 1956 — the start of the Northwestern motorway, now State 
- Highway 16 to the left, Pt Chevalier and Great North Road to the north, from Oakley Creek bridge. 1370-280-9, 
New Zealand Herald Glass Plate Collection, Sir George Grey Special Collections, Auckland Libraries. 


Copies of Avondale Historical Journal and AWHS Newsletter produced for us by 
Words Incorporated, 557 Blockhouse Bay Road, Blockhouse Bay. 


The Society and AHJ editorial staff thank Avondale Business Association 
for their continued support and sponsorship of this publication. 
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